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Climate Reality Leaders we work with don’t 
have jobs that bring them into direct contact 
with the climate crisis, but they seek out ways 
to be e� ective advocates for climate solutions. 
� at is what � lls me with hope. 

CA: � e sense of urgency to stop global 
warming has not wavered, but the � ght 
to make it happen has become even more 
intense. What tools and strategies are shown 
in the � lm that viewers can bring to their 
local governments to make a di� erence?  Is 
this the most important takeaway from the 
movie?

AG: I believe that the � rst � lm, An 
Inconvenient Truth, helped to inspire and 
build the climate movement and many new 
chapters of the story told by that movement 
were written by people who went to see the 
movie. So I hope that people will go see this 
new � lm, write more new chapters and hasten 
the transition away from the dirty polluting 
practices that are using our atmosphere as an 
open sewer.  

It’s our hope that people walk out of 
the sequel inspired to use their voice and 
take action. � e answer will be di� erent for 
di� erent people but the � rst advice I can 
give is to learn everything you can about the 
climate crisis. 

Next, call your congressman, mayor, 
senator, governor and other elected o�  cials 
representing you to let them know that this 
issue is important to you and depending on 
what they say or do, you will either support 
them or work like hell to defeat them in the 
next election. Go to town hall meetings; make 
sure you’re registered to vote; and convince 
your friends and family to do the same. 

Become a climate conscious consumer. It 
is non-trivial to send a signal to the market 
place that you want the most climate friendly 
products and services. In many cases, this 
signal has been what caused the business 
community to change profoundly and try to 
be the greenest option in their sector. 

Win the conversations on climate with 
your friends and family, in your workplace, 
civic organization or school. Don’t shy away 
from conversations about climate; don’t be 
hostile, but be persistent in not letting climate 
denial go unchallenged.

A decade after An Inconvenient Truth 
brought the climate crisis into the heart of 
popular culture, comes the riveting and 
rousing follow-up that shows just how close 
we are to a real energy revolution. Former 
Vice President Al Gore continues his tireless 
� ght, traveling around the world training an 
army of climate champions and in� uencing 
international climate policy. Cameras follow 
him behind the scenes – in moments both 
private and public, funny and poignant -- as 
he pursues the inspirational idea that while 
the stakes have never been higher, the perils of 
climate change can be overcome with human 
ingenuity and passion.

 An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth To Power 
opens in CinéArts theatres July 28, 2017.

CinéArts was honored to have a 
moment of former Vice President Al 
Gore’s time to discuss An Inconvenient 

Sequel: Truth To Power, and the progress of 
the � ght over Global Warming. Since the 
2006 release of the Academy Award winning 
documentary An Inconvenient Truth, more 
and more discussion and debate has taken 
place around the world. Now, eleven years 
later, we have an opportunity to see how far 
we’ve come and how far we still have to go.

CinéArts (CA): Where are we today in 
the � ght over global warming? In the time 
between the � rst � lm and this second one, 
have we seen more discussion, more action, 
and more change?

Al Gore (AG): � e � ght to solve the global 
climate crisis has never been more urgent, 
but it also holds more opportunity than ever 
before. Each day we pour 110 million tons 
of man-made, heat-trapping global warming 
pollution into our atmosphere as if it were 
an open sewer. All that man-made global 
warming pollution traps as much extra 
heat energy in the Earth’s atmosphere every 
single day as would be released by 400,000 
Hiroshima-class atomic bombs exploding 
every 24 hours. � at extra heat is disrupting 
the water cycle, evaporating much more water 
vapor from the oceans, leading to stronger 
storms, more extreme � oods, deeper and 
longer droughts, among other climate related 
problems. So we must change and we must 
do so urgently. 

But when we look at solutions to the 
global climate crisis, what has developed 
since An Inconvenient Truth was released 
is truly unprecedented. � e Sustainability 
Revolution that is now unfolding is similar to 
previous major societal transitions; however, it 
is unique in that it has the breadth and scope 
of the agricultural and industrial revolutions – 

which completely transformed the world over 
a century and a half or more – coupled with 
the speed of the information revolution. So, 
the changes that have developed over the past 
10 years are happening very fast. � e cost of 
electricity from renewable sources, primarily 
from solar and wind, is plummeting – along 
with the cost of energy storage and the cost 
of hundreds of new e�  ciency technologies 
that are less well known, but very powerful. 
� ese costs have come down so rapidly that 
they have created a new world of opportunity 
to accelerate our transition to a clean-energy 
economy and solve this crisis. 

CA: What is Truth to Power?
AG: It has a bit of a double meaning. We 

all know the phrase “speak truth to power” 
and that is in one sense exactly what this � lm 
is intending to do – encourage and inspire 
audiences to speak truth to power, to engage 
in this issue and to call on their friends, 
neighbors, communities and elected leaders 
to act along with them. 

� ere is also another meaning in which 
truth is itself a form of power. Mahatma 
Gandhi said “Satyagraha,” which roughly 
translates to “truth force,” was the most 
powerful force in the world. � e truth does 
have a way of drawing people toward it. 
Even if it is as inconvenient as the last � lm 
described it the truth can win out because 
solving the climate crisis is a moral challenge. 
We owe it to our children and grandchildren 
not to leave them with a planet that is partly 
destroyed. We want them to be proud of us 
for � nding the courage to listen to what the 
scientists warned us about and � nd a way to 
respond that safeguarded their future.

CA: It could have been very easy to make 
this � lm even more doom and gloom, showing 
how much the problems have worsened, yet 

this is an uplifting movie. How were you able 
to take potential negatives and make them 
positives?

AG: Anyone who devotes themselves to 
helping solve the climate crisis will inevitably 
have an internal struggle between immense 
hope and fear. However, despair leads us 
nowhere; it is really just another form of 
climate denial.  As I’ve said, we have to 
overcome this challenge and we have to do it 
quickly. But it requires hope, because that’s 
what humanity is all about. In this case hope is 
not an act of will, it is justi� ed by the exciting 
revolutionary developments now underway 
in renewable energy, battery storage and 
energy-e�  ciency – all of which are bolstered 
by an unprecedented commitment of people 
around the world to act on climate. 

We can and we will solve the climate crisis. 
� e only remaining question is if we’ll do it 
fast enough. 

CA: What were the most compelling 
stories and who were the most interesting 
people that you encountered? How are they 
making a di� erence in their environments?

AG: I have the great privilege of meeting 
inspiring people everywhere I go who are 
doing the most amazing things, so there 
was no shortage of compelling stories or 
interesting people for this � lm. � e people 
I meet are inspiring to me not just because 
of the work they’re doing, but because their 
reasons for acting are not based in politics or 
ideology. To a person, they are working to 
solve the climate crisis because they want to 
have a positive impact on the world. 

� rough the organization I founded, � e 
Climate Reality Project, I train and work with 
teachers, parents, business and government 
leaders, and faith leaders who are dedicated 
to this issue. Many of the more than 12,000 
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